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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 08235 1 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, NI 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: DELAY IN SIGNING AIR TRANSPORT 
AGREEMENT 

REF: LAGOS 3973 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED THAT PRESENT DELAY IN 
SIGNING AGREEMENT MAY LEAD TO FURTHER DELAYS ARISING 
OUT OF APPARENT SECOND THOUGHTS NIGERIANS ARE HAVING 
CONCERNING VALUE OF AGREEMENT TO THEIR AVIATION 
INTERESTS. PROLONGED DELAY IN SIGNING COULD INHIBIT 
PAN AM'S PROPOSED EXPANSION OF SERVICES TO LAGOS, 

INCLUDING AIRLINE'S PLANNING FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF 
WIDE BODY SERVICE TO NIGERIA. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 082351 

MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO EFFECT EARLY SIGNING OF AGREEMENT 
BY ANY RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL. A COPY OF THE INITIALED 
AGREEMENT AND MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ARE BEING 
POUCHED. 

3. RE PARA 2 REFTEL, NIGERIAN AIRWAYS HAS NECESSARY 

US OPERATING AUTHORITY TO COMMENCE SERVICE TO NEW YORK. COOPER 
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